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| An et Court, held on the Feaſt of Saint 

Michael the Archangel, (hat is to /ay) Thurſ- 
day the 29th Day of September, 1757, and in 
the Thirty-firſt Year of the Reign of King 
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Ti is keel That he Thanks of this Court hs - 3M 
given to the Reverend Mr. Hathfax, Chaplain 3 
to the Right Honourable the Lord-Mayor, for his 4 
Sermon preached this Pay before this Court anja 
the Liveries of the ſeveral Companies of this City, N 
at the Pariſh- Church of St. Lawrence Jowry, before 
the Election of a Lord- Mayor of this City for the Vear 
Feen * and that he b EY [ to Pre the fame. 
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"LY 2 8A M. Xxiii. 3. | 
He that ruleth over Men muſt be juft, ruling 

| n the Pear of God. 

HIS eſſential Maxim for all good Govern- 
ment is propoſed by David as a ſtanding 

Rule both to himſelf and his Succeſſors, 

and well deſerves the ſerious Attention of Perſons 


inveſted with Power, not only for its inherent Ex- 


cellency, but on account of the particular Time in 


which it was given, and the ſolemn Manner of in- 
troducing it; for by looking back to the Beginning 


of the Chapter, it appears that this was a ſort of 
farewell Advice to Kings, not indeed frem a Death- 


bed, yet at that Period of Life when he himſelf might 
ſoon expect to throw off his earthly Robe, and 


Diadem. And beſides this, it was delivered from 
the Mouth of the Royal Prophet as the laſt im- 
mediate Dictates of the Divine Spirit, after his 


Pſalms, and other inſpired Writings for the public 
Uſe and Edification of the Church of God. 


« Now zheſe (ſaith the Scripture) are the laſt 


Words of David. David, the Son of Jeſſe ſaid, and 


the Man who was raiſed up on high, the anointed of 
the God of Jacob, and the fweet Fſalmiſt of Iſrael 


aid, the Spirit of the Lord ſpake by me, and bis 


Word 


2 A SERMON preached before 
Word was in my Tong ue. The God of Iſrael ſaid, 
the Rock of Iſrael hate to me. ie that ruleth over 
Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear of God. 
That is, it is abſolutely neceſſary that he who 

giveth Laws for the Guidance of other Men's. Con- 
duct ſhould be juſt and upright in his own Life 
and . ; and bat, not merely for out- 
ward and civil Reſpects, but from an inward, and 
truly religious Principle, the Fear of that Supreme 
Being in whoſe Right, and as whoſe Subſtitute he 
ruleth over Mankind. 

From this ſhort opening of the Text it is evident, 
that Juſtice founded upon Religion, is the only ſure 
Guide in the Exerciſe of that Power, which is put 
into the Hands of particular Perſons, to preſide 
over, and govern the reſt of the World. And tho 
this unerring Rule was more immediately intended 
by David for that Race of Kings which was to ſuc- 
ceed him; nevertheleſs, it is equally applicable, and 
obligatory to ſubordinate Magiſtrates, to thoſe who 
move in a narrower Circle of Authority ; and there- 
fore I ſhall at preſent chiefly confine myſelf to 
theſe, and endeavour to ſhew 
I. In the firſt Place, that — He who ni 

over Men muſt be juſt: And 
II. Secondly, —That this Juſtice which is to be 

the Guide of his Conduct, * be . in 
the Fear of God. 


Now, 


the LORD-MAYOR, &. 2 
Now, as Juſtice is To effential to the Character of 
a good Magiſtrate, it may not be imprgper on this 
Occaſion to remind you that the true Nature of it, | 
when exerted for the Benefit of others, conſiſts in | 
ſuch a conſtant and uniform Reſolution of doing 
Right to every Man, as can neither be wreſted by 
the Temptations of Wealth, broken by the Force 
of Power, nor bent by private Affection. Neither 
does it conſiſt in ſingle Acts only (for unjuſt Men 
often do juſt things) but in a firm and uninterrupted 
Habit, in a regular and invariable Purſuit of that 
main End for which it was intended, namely, the 


— 


rendering to all their due. 
1 Every Virtue hath its peculiar Object: a 
is co arm itſelf againſt Perils; Temperance conſiſts in 
Moderation of Pleaſures; but then, in the Exerciſe of 
theſe, and ſuch- like —— a Man's own Welfare is 
the moſt intimately concerned, whereas the great 
Object of Juſtice is another's Good, and the chief 
Benefit it receives from Men, in return for a juſt 
Action „is their Commendation and Eſteem. And 
even this, through Envy, or ill Nature, is ſometimes 
denied ; yet ſtill it is very hard that it ſhould looſe 
fo lender a T ribute. For if the Magiſtrate, out of 
Regard to the Public, withdraw himſelf from his 
domeſtic Concerns, from the Enjoyment of his 
Friends, and from that Satisfaction which he might 
find i in a calm Retreat, in order to intereſt himſelf 
34ͤ XZ in 
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in compoling the various Contentions of his Fellow- 
Citizens, and to watch over them for their Peace 
and Security; is it not highly juſt that all due Ho- 
nour and Praiſe ſhould be beſtowed upon him, as 
the leaſt Acknowledgment that can be made, for 
that abundant Labour and Anxiety, which muſt 
unayoidably attend the eg Dich: : of ſo im 
portant a "Truſt ? 

And as upright Judgment i in the Deciſion af Right 
and Wrong is to be the inviolable Rule of him that 
beareth the Sword; ſo, if he would not bear it in 

vain, he muſt 41 be upright in the Execution of 
Juſtice. It is not enough to determine juſtly with- 
out paying a proper Regard to that Chriſtian Mode- 
ration in the Infliction of Puniſhment which ought 
always to qualify the Rigour of the Law. Mercy 
as well as Juſbice is an Attribute of God's Throne, . 
and as they who fit in Judgment upon Earth, 
&« judge not for Men, but for the Lord,” their 
impartial Sentence on the Guilty ought always to 
be ſo tempered with Clemency as not to take away 
the Exerciſe, but the Severity only of Juſtice. 

To correct with too much Lenity is an Argument 
of Indiſeretion, and endangers the Peace of the Com- 
munity, by letting looſe the neceſſary Reins of Diſ- 
cipline ; but, on the other hand, to have 20 Feelings 
ofCompaſſion towards thoſe who fall under the Laſh 
of Authority, ſhews a great Want of that humane 


5 Diſpoſ ion 


tbe LORD-MAYOR, . 5 
Diſpofetion which diſtinguiſhes our very Nature, and 


is one of the brighteſt Ornaments of earthly Power. 
The greateſt Comfort that can ariſe to any So- 
ciety, is to be under the Influence of a Perſon. emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhed for Humanity as well as Fuſtice 
and Integrity. Such a Man will never fall into any 
baſe or cruel Purpoſes, he has a ſure Guide of his 
Actions, will be ever ſteady and impartial in all his 
Proceedings, will not be compelled or perſuaded to 
mean Compliances by the Frowns, or Smiles of the 
Great and Powerful, will never be diverted from his 
Duty by the preſſing Sollicitations of Friends, or 
the artful Inſinuations of ſecret Enemies; nor dare 
to ſacrifice his Conſcience, in order to gratify any 
private Pique, or Party-Prejudice whatſoever. He 
will be armed againſt every Temptation of this kind 
from a full Perſuaſion, that He who ruleth over 


Men muſt be juſt, ruling in the Fear of God. 


II. Now by the Fear of God, which is the ſecond 
Particular under our preſent Conſideration, is to be 
underſtood that genuine and filial Fear, which is in 
the Hearts of thoſe who are truly the Children of 
God, and creates in them an awful Reverence for 
the Divine Majeſty proceeding from real Love to- 
wards him, and producing a ready Obedience to his 
Precepts. So that it bears much the ſame Senſe in 
this Place, as in that of the Preacher, where it is 
: C 1 ſaid, 


6 ASERMON preached before 
ſaid, that to Fear God and keep bis Commandments, 
is the whole Duty of Man. That is, a juſt Appre- 
henſion of the Deity is a principal Foundation of all 
Religion; and this will appear to be ſo indiſpenſably 
neceſſary both to thoſe who govern, and thoſe who 
obey, that no Society can well ſubſiſt without it. 
The Magi/trate, without the Fear of God, and a 
due Senſe of the Duties he owes to him, will want 
that Courage and Confidence which are proper to his 
Station, and will with a very ill Grace exert himſelf 
in puniſhing thoſe Vices in ozhers, which he is 
known to make no Scruple of being guilty of in 
his ow Perſon. The very Nature of Government 
_ denotes Goodneſs as well as Power. Without his, 
Governors will ſoon loſe that Reverence which ought 
to be paid to them, and conſequently that Autho- 
rity which they ſhould exerciſe over the vicious and 
immoral. When once they ceaſe to be religious, 
they will immediately forfeit that juſt Efteem and 
Veneration whereby they ſhould rule over the 
Hearts and Affections of Men. And what is ſtill 
worſe, that Countenance which they give to Irre- 
ligion and Prophaneneſs, either by their Connivance, , 
or Example, will ſoon infect the inferior Claſs of the 
People, who generally quote the Actions of their 
Betters in Juftification of their own Offences, 


| For 


be LORD-MAYOR, S.. + 


For though Vice be in its Nature infectious, yet yet 
it becomes more fatally ſo, when it has the Autho- 


' rity of great Perſonages to encourage it. This gives 


tit a kind of Repæration in the Eyes of the Multitude, 
from whoſe View the good Actions of Men in high 


Stations owght not, and 2 gad ones cannat well - 


concealed. 
Since therefore the Manners of the wal af the 


People depend {o much upon thoſe of their Superiors, 
a more than common Care is required from Perſons 
of Rank and Power, not to give the leaſt Encou- 
ragement to looſe Principles, or wicked Practices ; 
but, on the contrary, to add Luſtre to Virtue, by 


making Uſe of their Greatneſs as an Infant 01 1 


promoting it, and by a ſincere Endeavour to let 


their Light 0 ſhine before Men as to appear in the 5 
Beauty of Holineſs, as as well as in the Splendor of 


Authority. 
The M agiſtrate who makes Religion and Power 


thus to nw hand in hand, may truly be ſaid to 


be juſt, and to rule over Men in the Fear. of God. 
A Conſciouſneſs of having ſo faithfully acquitted 
himſelf of the great Truſt repoſed in him, will al- 
ways afford the moſt ſolid Satisfaction to his own 
Breaft, and he may reft aſſured, that the People will 
Tejoice at. his being in Authority, and beſtow upon 


him every Acknowledgement that can. be due to. 


— 


| C 2. : him, 


3 ASERMON preached before 


him, for ſuch eminent Services to. his Fellow- 


Citizens, and to his Country. 


Eſpecially if to theſe indiſpenſable Duties of his 
high Office there be added a condeſcending Deport- 


ment, an affable Behaviour, an Eaſineſs of Acceſs, 
and a chearful Compliance with all reaſonable Re- 


queſts. Theſe amiable Graces, and Ornaments of 
true Greatneſs (though perhaps not looked upon by 


ſome as eſſential) are of ſingular Service to a good 
and uſeful Magiſtrate. For ſince a favourable Opi- 
nion from others is a principal Inſtrument of doing 
good, ancl fince the Vulgar eſpecially, who are apt 
to confine their Views to external Appearances, do 
chiefly obſerve the Magiſtrate's Behaviour towards 
them, and from thence generally form their Judge- 
ment of him ; he that ruleth with Prudence will 
think it well worth his while; to recommend him- 
ſelf to their Eſteem by a decent and winning De- 
portment. But let it not be ſuppoſed that he is to 
court their Approbation by mean and ſervile Sub- 


miſſions (for this would be proſtituting his high 
Character) but {till he may, without the leaſt Im- 
peachment of his Dignity, ſhew himſelf caly of 


Approach upon all Occaſions, not churliſh, or im- 
perious to thoſe about him; always ready. to hear 


any juſt Complaints, and earneſt to redreſs every 


Grievance which falls under his Cognizance. 


S | He 


[ 


the LORD- MAYOR, Se. 5 


He that regards "Di Office in a true Light, will 
conſider that he is raiſed to this exalted Station but 
for a Seaſon, and muſt afterwards ſtep down again 


to his former private Condition. This Reflection 


will have a double Uſe. For firſt of all, it will make 
him more willing to lay aſide his Attention to his 
own private Concerns, and devote that ſhort Por- 
tion of Time to the Service of the Public; and next 
to this, it will prove a great Check to ref n him, 
either from ſuch a /fzy and aſſuming Conduct, or 
ſuch mean and unbecoming Condeſcenſions, as might 
afterwards render him odious and contemptible. He 
will make it his main Point in Behaviour ſo to de- 
mean himſelf whilſt i» Power, as juſtly to merit the 
Eſteem of the People when he has laid down his 
Enfigns of Honour, and has nothing to attract their 
Admiration and Reſpect, but his paſt Services to his 
Fellow-Citizens, and that inherent Virtue, which in 


every Station of Life, whether public or private, - 
will be “ an Ornament of Grace unto his H. cad, 


« and C Hains about his Mech. 
Having thus far endeavoured from this Paſlage of : 


the Text, and in Compliance with my Duty on this 
Day's Solemnity, to point out the eſſential, as well 
as the ornamental Qualifications of a worthy Magi- 


ſtrate; or, to ſpeak with more Propriety, having 
attempted to deſcribe this high Character in Words 
6 . 95 from 


— — * .— 


10 AS ERM ON preached before 
from a Model now before us; I ſhall, by way of 


Concluſion to this Diſcourſe, ſhew, as brictly as 


poſſible, what great Reaſon the People have to cx 


preſs their Joy, and what Returns of Gratitude 
are juſtly due for the many Benefits attending 
the Adminiſtration of ſuch a Magiſtrate. 

And theſe are Particulars which require very 
little Proof: For ſince human Nature is neceſſa- 


rily pleaſed with receiving Offices of Kindneſs, 


and Beneficence; fince Men cannot but be de- 


lighted with the Enjoyment of thoſe Bleſlings 


bie render their Conditions eaſy and happy; 


they muſt needs rejoice at being under the Autho- 
rity of a Perſon, whoſe earneſt Care and conſtant 


Endeavour is to procure theſe . Ade vantages for 
them ; whoſe unwearied Labour. and Study is to 


preſerve that / Peace and good Order, without 
which, not only Men's Perſons, but their religious 
and 3 Rights alſo would continually be in 
Danger. 

We are all of us too apt to overlook theſe com- 
mon, yet important Benefits of good Government, 
which, like deep Streams, gently and ſilently Gone 
in upon us; and were there, as I truſt, there is 
not, any Occaſion for it, it would ſurely be no 
"Wh Matter to awaken us to a proper Senſe of 


our _—_ Wappincls , by . either the 
MNliſeries 
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Miſeries attendant on a wicked Magiſtrate's Admi- 


niſtration ; or, whichꝭ is ſtill worſe, the dreadful Con- 


ſequences of no Government at all. If, when the 


Righteous are in Authority, it is impoſſible to pre- 


vent every Diſorder in a City ; if their utmoſt Vigi- 
lance and Care cannot altogether reſtrain the Hand 


of the Murderer ; ſtop the Fury of the Blaſphemer | 


and Oppreſſor; lay open, and punith the, artful 
Frauds of every wicked Man who lieth in wait to 

dleceive; how numberleſs muſt the Calamities of. 
that City be which is without all Awe of Juſtice, 

and at full Liberty to ſatisfy every unruly Appetite ! 
This ſingle Conſideration is enough to convince 


us what Reaſon we have to rejoice under the mani- * 


fold Bleſſings of a good and watchtul Magiſtrate, 
and will of courſe prompt us to a ſuitable Return 
for theſe Advantages. 

Me ſhall learn from hence to demean ourſelves 
towards him with that becoming Submiſſion which 
his high Station calls for from us. By - +—_ 
his Aſſiduity and. Concern for the public Good, 
Zhoſe under him will be taught to do every thing 
in their ſeveral Relations — Capacities that may 
forward his laudable Deſigns; they will not run 
into unreaſonable Heats and Dieis but ſteadily 
purſue that excellent Plan of Government which 


| hath been wiſely drawn out for the Regulation of 
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| | lekis wealthy and populous City, without Favour, 


or Prejudice, without Reſpect to the Perſons of Men, 


or the partcupar Intereſts they may be ſubſervient to. 


Again, that Afability, and Candour which render 
him eaſy of Acceſs, and ready to redreſs the Injuries 
of others, ſhould make every one cautious not to give 
him any neceſſary Diſquiet, nor moleſt him with 
groundleſs Complaints; but, on the other hand, to 
alleviate, as much as poſſible, the Burden of his Office 
by all becoming Encouragement, to induce him to 
employ his Time and Thoughts in promoting our 
Weltare, and advancing : our Happineſs. 


Laſt of all, if it evidently” appear from the 
general Condat of the Magiſtrate, that u/tice 
tounded upon a reverential Fear of God, is the inva- 
riable Rule of his Actions; if it be his earneſt 
Endeavour to diſcourage and ſuppreſs Vice, and 
reſolutely maintain true Religion and Virtue ; 47s 


Example ſhould prevail upon others to tread in 


the ſame Steps, and to do the utmoſt they are 
capable of in their ſeveral Stations towards the 
Advancement of ſo glorious a _ 


In a Word, may we never want cond and righ- 


teous Magiſtrates to * and rule over us; 


2 and 


the LORD-MAYOR, &. 13 


and may we always ſtudy to merit their Protection. 
May this great and flouriſhing City be as rich in 
Virtue and good Works, as it is in worldly Trea- 
ſures. May its Inhabitants, from the higheſt to 
the loweſt, heartily endeavour to regulate their Be- - 
haviour by the unerring Precepts of Chriſtianity, 
from a full Aſſurance, that true Dignity i is not that 
which conſiſts in outward Splendor, or is meaſured 
by glaring Popularity, but that Religion is the real 
Excellency of Man, and Virtue his moſt Honmourable 


_ Attainment. 
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